250 STUDIES IN COMPARATIVE RELIGION 


Two comments heading these quotations are apt: “It is difficult to pigeonhole 
the universal resonance that sounds throughout Coomaraswamy’s writings”— 
Whitall N. Perry. “It is always best to be cautious when quoting these utter- 
ances emphasising their contextual origins’.—S. Durai Raja Singam. None the 
less the following quotation from a speech, with Coomaraswamy speaking of 
himself, may give an idea of the man: “I think it may be fair to myself, and 
to others present. to say that I am in fact almost as much a Platonist and 
Medievalist as | am an Orientalist, and that in writing on cultural relations my 
work has always been directed towards an exposition of the common meta- 
physical tradition that underlines both cultures. European and Asiatic, and to 
showing that their differences, however great, are accidental rather than 
essential. . . ”. 

Readers may find it difficult to adjust to the differences of level of these 
quotations, evidently taken from profound metaphysical expositions, from 
public speeches. and from informal conversation, but those, who are fortunate 
enough to obtain a copy of this small book, will surely find there treasures 
from the mind of one of the most acute intelligences of recent years. 
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